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	Key concepts
	Content explanation

	Parliament

Westminster model

representative and responsible government

parliamentary government

presidential government

fusion/separation of powers

bicameralism

accountability
	Legislatures and executives — a knowledge and understanding of the different relationships between legislatures and executives in parliamentary and presidential systems of government, and an awareness of the advantages and disadvantages of each. 

Role of Parliament — a knowledge and understanding of the composition, role and powers of the House of Commons and the House of Lords, and an awareness of the functions of Parliament and how effectively it discharges them, including an awareness of the relationship of Parliament to the European Union and devolved assemblies. (A detailed knowledge of the workings of Parliament is not necessary.)

Reforming Parliament — a knowledge and understanding of recent and proposed reforms of Parliament, including an awareness of their implications and alleged benefits or drawbacks. 


Past Paper Questions

	CURRICULUM 2008

40 ‘Parliament carries out none of its functions adequately.’ Discuss.

40 ‘The House of Lords is now more effective than the House of Commons in checking government power.’ Discuss

5 With reference to the source, outline two criticisms of David Cameron’s appointments to the house of Lords

10 With reference to the source and your own knowledge, explain three considerations that are taken into account when appointing life peers.

25 Assess the arguments in favour of a largely or wholly elected second chamber.

40 How effective are backbench MPs?

5 With reference to the course, why are legislative committees needed?

10 With reference to the source and your own knowledge, explain the ways in which backbench MPs can call the government to account.

25 To what extent has the formation of a coalition altered the relationship between Parliament and government?

5 With reference to the source, describe three proposals that seek to strengthen parliamentary representation by increasing popular participation

10 With reference to the source, and your own knowledge, explain how three of these proposals seek to make government more accountable to Parliament.

25 To what extent will the coalition government’s proposals bring about an effective reform of Parliament?

5 With reference to the source, describe two functions of the House of Commons

10 With reference to the source, and your own knowledge, explain how the House of Commons can control the power of government

25 To what extent is the House of Commons effective in carrying out its various functions?

40 To what extent does Parliament control executive power?

5 With reference to the source, what changes to the second chamber are proposed?

10 With reference to the source, and your own knowledge, explain the arguments for a fully or partly elected second chamber.

25 Make out a case against an elected second chamber.

5 With reference to the source, describe three functions of Parliament.

10 With reference to the source, and your own knowledge, explain why government needs an effective Parliament.

25 Analyse the main factors that limit the effectiveness of Parliament.


	CURRICULUM 2000

5 Briefly explain two ways in which Parliament scrutinises the government 

10 Explain three other functions of Parliament 

25 How effective are MPs in carrying out their role?

5 What is Parliamentary sovereignty? 

10 In what ways has parliament sovereignty been affected by membership of the EU? 

25 To what extent have both houses of Parliament become more effective since 1997? 

5 Outline the role of the House of Lords.

10 In what ways does the composition of the House of Commons differ from the House of Lords?

25 Compare the power and influence of the House of Commons and the House of Lords.

5 Outline two features of a presidential system of government.

10 Why is the UK system of government been considered to be parliamentary?

25 How effective is Parliament in carrying out its representative role?

5 Outline two functions of Parliament.

10 Explain three ways in which Parliament carries out its scrutinising role.

25 Has the UK Parliament become an irrelevant institution?

5 Outline the powers of the House of Lords. 
10 Explain the main differences between parliamentary government and presidential government. 
25 How effective is Parliament in scrutinising the work of the executive?

5 Outline the composition of the House of Lords

10 Distinguish between the powers of the House of Commons and those of the House of Lords

25 How representative is the Westminster Parliament?

5 Define sovereignty

10 In what ways is Parliament sovereign?

25 To what extent has Parliament lost sovereignty?

5 Describe two features of parliamentary government

10 Explain three ways in which Parliament scrutinises the work of the executive

25 How well does Parliament perform its functions?

5 Outline two functions of Parliament

10 Describe the main differences between parliamentary government and presidential government

25 What are the main weaknesses of the Westminster Parliament?

5 Outline the powers of the House of Lords

10 In what ways is Parliament representative?

25 How effective is Parliament in ensuring executive accountability?

5 Outline two functions of Parliament

10 Explain the main differences between the functions and composition of the House of Commons and the House of Lords

25 How representative is Parliament?


