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	Congress and the Constitution

P187—189
	
	

	Membership of Congress

P183-187
	
	

	How a Bill becomes a Law
· Difficulties

· Types of Laws

· Legislative timetable

P199-208
	
	

	Differences between the two Houses (prestige)
P189-190
	
	

	Leadership of Congress

P191-193
	
	

	Committee Systems
· Standing

· Select

· House Rules

· Conference Comm

· Committee Chairs

P193-199
	
	

	Voting in Congress

P208-216
	
	

	Parties in Congress

P216-219
	
	

	Congress and the President
· Oversight

P219-222
	
	

	Representation and Constituents

P212-213
	
	

	Congress and the Judiciary

	
	

	Effectiveness of Congress

	
	

	

	KEY TERMS
	Concurrent

Exclusive

Sequential

Mark-up

Enumerated Powers

Elastic Clause

Veto

Pocket Veto

Bicameral
Advice and Consent
	Pork Barrel Politics

Logrolling

Pigeonholing

Reporting Out

House Rules Committee

Standing Committee

Select Committee

Filibuster

Whip

Unanimous Consent
	Caucus

Conference

Speaker

Cloture Motion

Roll Call

Oversight

Scrutiny

Conference Committee

Majority Leader

Minority Leader


Homework:

	26
	09/02/15
	Noting Sheet – Chapter 5
	02/03/15

	27
	02/03/15
	15 mark Q - How much power do the party leaders exert in Congress?
	09/03/15

	28
	09/03/15
	Flow chart – how a bill becomes a law (including role of committees) and assessment of schoolhouse rocks.
	16/03/15

	29
	16/03/15
	15 mark Q - Assess the factors that influence the votes of members of Congress.
	23/03/15

	30
	23/03/15
	45 mark Q - ‘The broken branch.’ Discuss this assessment of Congress
	20/04/15


Edexcel Exam Specification

	Key concepts
	Content explanation

	· representation

· government gridlock

· the committee 

· system of Congress
	· A knowledge of the structure and workings of Congress, of the distribution of power within Congress, and of debates about the adequacy of its representative role.

· A knowledge of factors influencing the relationship between Congress and the presidency, and an ability to discuss the policy significance and institutional effectiveness of Congress. 

· An awareness of the extent and significance of party allegiance.


„
Key themes:

Constitutional provision

• Powers, background of post-revolutionary period, position as pre-eminent branch; composition, bicameral structure, different electorates and election intervals, reasons for and consequences of; shared and exclusive powers of House of Representatives and Senate in domestic and foreign policy, reasons for and consequences of; extent to which checked by other branches, reasons for and consequences of

Evolution

• Extent to which Congress has increased the reach of its power through expansive reading of e.g. the ‘necessary and proper’ and the ‘interstate commerce’ clauses, reasons for and consequences of; extent to which the role of Congress in the constitution as the pre-eminent branch has weakened and the presidency correspondingly strengthened, reasons for and consequences of

Power within Congress

• Committee structure in both chambers and composition of party leadership; committee chairmen and party leadership as competing sources of leadership; extent to which party leaders have become dominant over the past 30 years, reasons for and consequences of

Effectiveness

• Extent to which legislative role affected by complexity of legislative process, growth of partisanship and partisan gerrymandering, increasing cost of elections, increasing use of procedural devices e.g. the filibuster, and preoccupation of representatives and senators with local interests over national interest; extent to which these produce ‘gridlock’, extent to which bipartisanship necessary and/or possible; extent to which oversight of executive branch driven by partisanship; extent to which foreign policy role ceded to the president

Past Paper Questions
15 marks

· Explain the key factors that affect the relationship between the Senate and the House of Representatives. (NEW June 2014)

· Assess the factors that influence the votes of members of Congress. (NEW Jun 2013)

· Does the House of Representatives carry out its representative role more effectively than the Senate? (NEW Jan 2013)

· How much power do the party leaders exert in Congress? (NEW Jan 2013)

· To what extent are the Senate and the House of Representatives equal in power? (NEW Jun 2012)

· To what extent are parties the most significant influence on voting in Congress? (NEW Jan 2012)

· Why do only a small percentage of bills introduced into Congress become laws? (NEW June 2011)

· What is meant by ‘pork-barrel politics’, and what is its significance in Congress? (NEW Jan 2011)

· What is the role of Committee Chairmen in Congress and why have they been the subject of criticism? (NEW June 2010)

· To what extent are the two chambers of Congress equal in power and influence? (NEW June 2010)

· How significant is the role of political parties within Congress? (NEW Jan 2010)

· To what extent are the two chambers of Congress equal in power? (Jan 2010)

· Evaluate the significance of the factors that influence voting in Congress. (Jan 2010)

· How powerful are Committee Chairmen in Congress? (June 2009)

· How, and why, have political parties grown in importance in the operation of Congress? (2008)

· To what extent are the two chambers of Congress equal in power? (2007)

· Why is it easier to defeat legislation in Congress than to pass it? (2006)

· Why is party discipline relatively weak in Congress? (2005)

· Using examples, explain the importance of the exclusive powers of the Senate. (2004)

45 marks

· ‘The main problem with Congress is the lack of effective leadership’. Discuss. (NEW June 2014)

· ‘Congress has become the least powerful branch of government.’ Discuss (NEW Jun 2013)

· ‘The broken branch.’ Discuss this assessment of Congress (NEW Jun 2012)

· To what extent does Congress still have a meaningful foreign policy role? (NEW Jan 2012)

· ‘Members of Congress are out of touch with the people who elect them.’ Discuss. (NEW June 2011)

· To what extent does Congress remain a powerful body? (NEW Jan 2011)

· ‘Members of Congress are more concerned with local issues than with national or international issues.’ Discuss. (NEW Jan 2010)

· How effectively does Congress scrutinise and check the executive branch of government? (2009)

· How effectively does Congress fulfil its constitutional roles? (2007)
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