Constitution
	TOPIC
	NOTES
	DONE

	Background to America
· 13 colonies

· Boston Tea Party and the Declaration of Independence

· The Articles of Confederation

· The Annapolis Convention

P1-6
	
	

	The Philadelphia Convention and the US Constitution
· The Virginia Plan

· The New Jersey Plan

· The Connecticut Compromise

· The issue of slavery

· Ratification of the Constitution and the Bill of Rights

P6-8
	
	

	The Amendment Process
· Article V

· The process

· The 27 amendments

· Failed amendments

· Why is amending the Constitution so rare?

P8-14
	
	

	Separation of Powers
· Theory: Montesquieu/Neustadt

· Powers of President

· Powers of Congress

· Powers of Supreme Court

· Enumerated Powers

· The Elastic Clause

· Balance of power – who has it?

P14-15
	
	

	Checks and Balances
· Checks by President

· Checks by Congress

· Checks by Supreme Court

· Effectiveness of checks

· Importance and implications of checks

P16-24
	
	

	Protection in the Constitution: Protecting…

· …the people from their govt

· …the people from themselves

· …the interests of the states

· …the Constitution

· …specific rights
	
	

	Assessment of the Constitution

· The Goldilocks Argument – too flexible, too strong or just right? 
· Clear principles, flexible details; CENTRIST

· too flexible undermining core principles; CONSERVATIVES

· clear principles not universally applied LIBERALS
P23, P34
	
	

	

	Key Terms
	Article I
Article II

Article III

Founding Fathers

Article V

Positive Rights

Amendment II

Amendment VIII

Divided Government

Montesquieu
	Negative Rights
Super-majority

Executive

Legislature

Judiciary

Virginia Plan

New Jersey Plan

Connecticut Compromise

Constitutional Rights

Gridlock
	Philadelphia Convention
Checks and Balances

Separation of Powers

Enumerated Powers

Elastic Clause

Implied Powers

Bill of Rights

Entrenched

Codified




 Edexcel Specification

NOTE: ANY TERMS HIGHLIGHTED IN THIS SPECIFICATION ARE LIABLE TO BE USED IN EXAM QUESTIONS

	The Constitution


	

	Key concepts
	Content explanation

	separation of powers
	A knowledge of the nature and principles of the US Constitution.

	checks and balances
	An awareness of the constitutional framework within which US institutions operate and of the relationship between the Constitution and practical politics.

	Constitutional rights
	Constitutional rights and an evaluation of their effectiveness.


The Constitution

Key themes:

Character

• History of the revolution, Articles of Confederation and Constitutional Convention; principles of the constitution, such as separation of powers, checks and balances and federalism, reasons for and consequences of; extent to which the constitution is antidemocratic; circumstances of the addition of the Bill of Rights, reasons for and consequences of

Evolution

• Process of formal amendment, reasons for and consequences of, its advantages and disadvantages; ways in which the constitution has altered other than through formal amendment, such as judicial interpretation, and executive and legislative practice, e.g. extent to which the federal government has acquired power at the expense of the states, reasons for and consequences of; extent to which the practice of the modern constitution corresponds to the original principles

Effectiveness

• Impact of the constitution on US system of government, extent to which it produces ‘gridlock’ and ways in which it could be argued to be in need of reform; extent to which the rights contained in the Bill of Rights and elsewhere in the constitution are an effective guarantee of freedom

Constitution Past Paper Questions
15 marks

· How effectively has the Bill of Rights been upheld in the USA in recent years? (NEW June 2014)

· Explain the key principles of the US Constitution (NEW Jun 2013)

· How difficult is it to amend the US constitution? (NEW Jan 2013)

· What are constitutional rights, and how effectively are they enforced? (NEW Jun 2012)

· What is the separation of powers, and does it help or hinder the US system of government? (NEW Jan 2012)

· Explain the advantages and disadvantages of the process of amending the Constitution. (NEW Jun 2011)

· Explain the ways in which the Constitution seeks to prevent the ‘tyranny of the majority’ (NEW Jan 2011)

· How effectively do the three branches of federal government check each other? (NEW June 2010)

· To what extent does the separation of powers tend to produce ‘government gridlock’? (Jan 2010)

45 marks

· To what extent is the US Constitution anti-democratic? NEW June 2015

· ‘The strengths of the US Constitution now outweigh its weaknesses.’ Discuss (NEW Jun 2013)

· ‘The US constitution is no longer fit for purpose.’ Discuss (NEW Jan 2013)

· ‘Transformed beyond recognition from the vision of the Founding Fathers.’ Discuss this view of the modern US Constitution. (NEW Jun 2012)

· To what extent is the constitutional system of checks and balances an obstacle to effective government? (NEW June 2011)

· Can the Bill of Rights be respected while the threat of terrorism remains? (NEW June 2010)

· To what extent is there disagreement about how effectively the Constitution protects freedom? (NEW Jan 2010)
Prezi https://prezi.com/6sw1oxim6eby/the-us-constitution/
Memrise - http://www.memrise.com/course/778231/us-constitution-14/
Homework

	Week
	Week Beginning
	Homework Task Set
	Due in (week beginning)

	1
	5/9/16
	Memrise – US Constitution 
	Read and Note Chapter 1 (p6-24) (sheet provided)
	26/09/16

	2
	12/09/16
	Using the Blog, find 5 examples of checks and balances in action (success or failure) from 2014 onwards for presentation in class
	19/09/16

	3
	19/09/16
	15 mark question – Explain the ways in which the Constitution seeks to prevent the ‘tyranny of the majority’
	26/09/16

	4
	26/09/16
	UK vs US Cartoon analysis
	Hand in Chapter 1 Notes
	3/10/16

	5
	3/10/16
	Revision for Trial Paper 1
	Read and Note Chapter 7 (sheet provided)
	31/10/16

	6
	10/10/16
	TRIAL PAPER 1 – US CONSTITUTION
	IN CLASS


