In the brown activities box on page 26 are some tasks. Write the question as a subtitle , read this article and then answer this question.
Then complete the following activities – writing a paragraph as instructed.
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‘nation s 2 £10UP of people who share 5
sense of common culture, whether byseq
on language, religion, territory, ethngeqry
or history. The concepts of "nation’ ang
e are often regarded as virtually synonymous
pecuse most nationalist movements are seeking o
lending statehood
However, a State’ is a sovereign political power
ver 8 given tertitory. One state may embrace pany
saions: or example, the state of the United Kingdom
houses the English, Scottish, Welsh and Irish cultural
communities, all of which may be categorised g5
ninority nations. Conversely, one nation may be
s many s Beor heceaion of
h 1948, the Jews did not have a state to call their own,
A nation i, therefore, sometimes described as 3
pycho-political construct because, unlike a state, it is
esentially subjective: 2 matter of sentiment and self.
identity rather than objective character. Many cultural
goups who regard themselves as nations are stateless
and are seeking statehood. In other words, they want
0 esablish a nation state (see also pp. 18-21). This
tem has many meanings, one of which is a sovereign
teriory in which to house a culturally homogeneous
people. Scottish nationalists are the most obvious
example in the UK.
There are many types of nationalism, and they do
otallsee the ol of the state in the same way.

Liberal nationalism
liberal nationalism was the earliest form of
Jionalism, emerging in the late eighteenth century

" of the French Revolution and the Enlightenment.
”:':V:fques Rousseau (1712-78) is not normally
i “s:a‘r °f as a nationalist, but his writings helped
% Ha“e’lht ideal of the nation state. A key clause
s :bes 1791 post-revolutionary constitution was

¥ Rousseau’s ideas:

Th
‘mebsme of all sovereignty is essentially the nation;
e 10 individual can exercise authority mz’
N0t proceed from it.

L;::’;“ nationalism embraced the principles
g STMination and popular sovereignty 25
oy e political authority and divine right
i g o OVer their subjects. Is greatest prophet
(igs 7, “ian liberal republican Giuseppe Mazzini
the o7 Lberal nationalism regards the nation in
"amely, 1, ‘2 as liberal theory regards individuals:

‘4 they are all equally deserving of freedom

iy
et copoicsreien

state?

and self-determination. As such, it usually takes the
form of civic or ‘political’ nationalism, expressed in
the desire for some measure of autonomy in the form of
devolution or federalism — o, most commonly, in the
fully developed form of sovereign statehood.
However, since liberalism espouses individualism
and universalism, it ultimately looks beyond the nation
0 embrace a form of internationalism, and to support
‘supranational’ bodies such as the European Union,
which exercise a degree of sovereignty over member
Liberal forms of nationalism are, therefore,
r view of sovereignty

states.
somewhat contradictory in th
and statehood.

Conservative nationalism
Conservative nationalism emerged in the nineteenth
century. Having once been wary of nationalism in its

original liberal form, conservatism adopted it as an
ional heritage, hierarchy

adjunct to its defence of tra

and the status quo.
Conservative nationalism links nationalist sentiment

1o one of the three ‘imperfections’ in human nature,
namely humans' psychological need for security and
familiariy. It regards cultural unity, patriotism an'd =
emotional attachment to the traditional symbols of the
state — such as the flagand the n'\‘nn.amhy — as sources
ial stability and organic cohesion.
o“Mn:;] :i::ngnjy, conservative nationalism :«L:‘ ©
defend the sovereignty of existing states rather |heh
1o create new ones. In the UK, the Conservative Parky
(officially The Conservaive and UnionistParty )»wzmy
ey the UK as one nation state — although the mino X
¥ cionalist movements within the UK would dis2gr

Jean-Jacques
Rousseau
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However, conservative nationalism may be ‘cultu
than political” in form: thatis, seeking to defend
strong desire

rather
a nation's cultural heritage without any
for political autonomy — for example, the Welsh desire
1o protect and promote their distinctive language.
Johann Gottfried Herder (1744-1803) was a strong
advocate of German cultural nationalism, premised
on the romantic mythology of Volksgeist (‘the spirit of
the people’), as a rejection of the progressive, inclusive

rationalism of liberal nationalism.

Expansionist nationalism
Expansionist nationalism is also called chauvinist
nationalism after Nicolas Chauvin, a French soldier
fanatically devoted to Napoleon. Chauvinism, therefore,
properly refers (0 a form of nationalism that believes
in its own superiority and rightful dominance. It was
manifested mainly in European fascism, and was
exemplified by the integral nationalism’ — authoritarian
and anti-individualist — of the French author and
political theorist Charles Maurras (1868-1952). It was
also influenced by Rousseau's theory of the ‘general will'
Expansionist nationalism is aggressive, militarist,
inevitably expansionist and ethnocentric (that is,
embodying a sense not only of cultural distinction,
but also of inherent cultural superiority, justifying
the right to impose control and culture upon other
states through war and conquest). This sense of
innate superiority can sometimes, though not always,
lean into ethnic nationalism and racist assertions of
biological superiority, the most obvious example being,
German Nazism. As such, expansionist nationalism.
is unusual in not seeking 0 create or defend a 'nation
state’ in the usual sense, because its goal is to absorb
and subjugate many nations and many states.

Anti-colonial nationalism

Anti-colonial or posteolonial nationalism reached its
high point in the 19605 and was acknowledged —
albeit reluctantly — by UK prime minister Harold
Macmillan during a speech in South Africa in 1960:

‘The wind of change s blowing through this
continent. Whether we ke it or not, this growth of
national consciousness is a political fact, 9

One prime advocate of anti-colonial nationalism
was the Jamaican activist Marcus Garvey (1887-1940),
whose pan-African ideas strongly influenced the black
nationalism of Rastafarianism and Malcolm X's Nation
of Islam,

Anti-colonial nationalism is found
in counties secking freedom and soverelgniy
from imperial rule, together with rapid economic
modernisation. It s therefore often linked to socialist/
communist ideologies and economies, and s oftg
revolutionary. India, China, Vietnam, Algeria and Cgbg
provide examples of nationalist movements that wese

ainly

——

Classroom debate
A the roots of national identity mainly poitical, ity
or psychological?

Classroom activity

in one paragraph each, write a summary of:
= The liberal nationalist view of the state.
= The conservative nationalist view of the state,
= The expansionist nationalist view of the state,
= The anti-colonial nationalist view of the state,

both anti-imperialist and anti-capitalist. However, since
socialist and communist theories are internationalist
(‘Workers of the world, unite..”), communist forms of
nationalism have a contradictory view of the state.

Path to peace?

Most nationalist movements want statehood, for
various reasons:

= Sovereignty and self-determination (especially g
of liberal and anti-colonial nationalism)

= Internal social cohesion, order and stability
(especially true of conservative nationalism)

= Peace and protection: in a world of sovereign nation
states, each should recognise the rightful autonomy of
the others, and this provides a path to world peace and
harmony.

‘The third point is mainly a principle of liberal
nationalism, and s often called the Wilsonian doctrine after
US President Woodrow Wilson, who in 1920 founded the
League of Nations. This was the first intergovernmental
organisation with the primary mission of preserving
world peace, following the horrors of the First World
War, and it was a precursor to the United Nations.

Expansionist nationalism provides an exception
to the respect of the nation state principle among
nationalist movements, and its trampling on the
Wilsonian doctrine in the 1930s ultimately led to the
Second World War.

EXAM-STYLE QUESTIONS

1 "Nationalism is synonymous with statehood. Analyse
and evaluate this statement with reference to the
nationalist thinkers that you have studied.

(25 marks, AQA-style)

2 ‘Nationalism s a recipe for peace and international
order’ Discuss. You must use appropriate thnkers you
have studied to support your answer and consider any
differing views in a balanced way.

(24 marks, Edexcel-style

Moyra Grant is an experienced politics teacher
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