Pressure Groups
	TOPIC
	NOTES
	DONE

	What is a PG


P119-120
	
	

	Features and Functions of PGs
· Representation
· Education

· Information

· Participation

· Legislation

· Accountability


P120-121
	
	

	PGs v. Parties
· Range of issues
· Accountability

· Power

· Behaviour

BLURRING THE ISSUE….


P73
	
	

	PG Typology
· Insider/Outsider (core, specialist, peripheral; peripheral, by necessity, by ideology)
· Causal/Sectional
(AKA issue,promotional/interest)
· Fire-fighter/temporary/permanent
· Local/national/global
· Dual Function
· New Social Movements


P121-125
	
	

	Pluralism and Elitism
· Definitions
· Reasons the UK is pluralist
· Reasons the UK is elitist


P134-135
	
	

	PGs and Democracy
· PGs good for democracy?
· PGs bad for democracy?



P134-137
	
	

	Methods of PGs
· Direct Action
· Parliamentary methods



P125-130
	
	

	PGs and Success

· Philosophy

· Organisation

· Size

· Wealth

· Status

· Opposition

· Celebrities



P131-134

	
	

	Recent Changes in PGs

· Access Points

· Media/Internet

· Participation

· Legislation
	
	

	

	Key Terms
	Pressure Group

Insider

Outsider

Prisoner/Core Insider

Specialist Insider

Peripheral Insider

Potential Insider

Outsider by Necessity

Ideological Outsider


	Functional Representation

Sectional (Interest) Group

Promotional (Cause) Group

New Social Movements

Concentration of Power

Dispersal of Power

Lobbying

Tyranny of the Majority

Direct Action

Indirect Action
	Local Group

National Group

Transnational Group

Peak/Umbrella Groups

Temporary Groups

Permanent Groups

New pressure points

Sleaze

Elitism

Pluralism


Edexcel Specification
NOTE: ANY TERMS HIGHLIGHTED IN THIS SPECIFICATION ARE LIABLE TO BE USED IN EXAM QUESTIONS
	Key concepts
	Content explanation 

	· pressure group

· sectional/promotional groups

· insider/outsider groups

· pluralism

· elitism

· functional representation

· pluralist democracy
	· Nature of pressure groups — a knowledge and understanding of the features and functions of pressure groups; of how and the extent to which they differ from political parties; and an awareness of the different kinds of pressure groups.

· Pressure group power — a knowledge and understanding of how pressure groups exert influence and of the extent of their influence, and an awareness of the distribution of power amongst pressure groups, including the factors that influence this.

· Pressure groups and democracy — a knowledge and understanding of the relationship between pressure groups and democracy and, in particular, of the extent to which they promote political participation and responsive government. 


Functional Representation – how do PGS encourage this?
Definition:
The representation of groups based on their function within the economy or society; examples include industries, employers, professions, workers, 
minorities.

1. Parties increasingly are ‘broad church’ and therefore policies are watered down. PGs allow specialism and allow people to engage and speak on more specific and unique issues.

2. Some of the groups that PGs represent have a key economic function, therefore performing functional representation by contributing to the economy through, for example, Trade Unions and the CBI

3. Some groups represent minority groups who can be ignored in a majoritarian democracy therefore contributing to society

4. They widen representation and participation, building on the democratic framework and airing specialised views, therefore contributing to a representative democracy (and therefore society)

Past Questions (up to June 2014)
	5 marks
What is a pluralist democracy?

What is the link between elitism and pressure groups?

Describe two ways in which pressure groups promote political participation

What is the link between pluralism and pressure groups?

How do pressure groups promote functional representation? 

Using examples, distinguish between promotional and sectional pressure groups 

Outline two differences between pressure groups and political parties

Distinguish between elitism and pluralism.

Using examples, distinguish between insider and outsider pressure groups. 

What is meant by pluralism?

Using examples, distinguish between sectional and promotional pressure groups 

Define, using an example, a sectional pressure group 

Distinguish between ‘insider’ and ‘outsider’ pressure groups 

Outline, with examples, two types of pressure group 

What is pluralism?

Distinguish between a promotional pressure group and a sectional pressure group

Distinguish, with examples, between an ‘insider’ and an ‘outsider’ pressure group 

Define a pressure group

Distinguish between ‘promotional’ and ‘sectional’ pressure groups 

Distinguish between ‘insider’ and ‘outsider’ pressure groups
	10 marks
Using examples, explain three reasons why pressure groups may fail to achieve their objectives.

Explain three ways in which pressure groups exert influence.

Explain three reasons why pressure groups activity may undermine democracy.

Explain why different pressure groups use different methods to achieve their aims.

Explain three factors which may restrict the influence of pressure groups.
How and why do pressure groups seek to influence public opinion?

How and why do some pressure groups use direct action?

Explain three political functions of a pressure group

Explain the reasons why the success of pressure groups may be limited.

Why is it sometimes difficult to distinguish between pressure groups and political parties?

Explain the methods used by pressure groups to influence government

Explain three methods used by pressure groups to exert influence

What methods do pressure groups use to influence public opinion

Why is it sometimes difficult to distinguish between pressure groups and political parties?

Explain the different types of pressure groups

How do pressure groups differ from political parties?

What methods do pressure groups employ to influence the political process?

In what ways can pressure groups be classified?

Explain three factors that affect the power of pressure groups

Explain the main differences between pressure groups and political parties

	25 marks

To what extent do pressure groups undermine democracy?

To what extent is pressure group power in decline?

To what extent is the success of pressure groups a reflection of their level of public support?

To what extent do pressure groups strengthen pluralist democracy?

Are pressure groups becoming more powerful, or less powerful?

Is pressure group politics in the UK better described as pluralist or as elitist?

To what extent are the largest pressure groups the most successful ones?

To what extent do pressure groups undermine democracy?

To what extent do pressure groups promote political participation in the UK?

To what extent have pressure groups become more important in recent years?

To what extent do pressure groups promote pluralist democracy?

Assess the view that pressure groups damage the democratic process

Consider whether pressure groups in the UK concentrate power or distribute it more widely

To what extent have pressure groups become more important in recent years?

To what extent are the largest pressure groups the most powerful?

Why have pressure groups become more important in recent years?

Why are some pressure groups more successful than others?

To what extent do pressure groups undermine the democratic process?

Why have pressure groups become more important in the political process?

To what extent do pressure groups strengthen the democratic process?


	Week
	Homework
	Due on

	10
	2 x 5 marks: Distinguish between an insider and outsider pressure group; distinguish between a sectional and causal pressure group.
	10/11/14

	11
	Pressure Group research task – Research a PG of your choice, producing a handout and three minute presentation on their aims, funding, membership, celebrity support, successes, opposition, government links
	17/11/14

	12
	10 mark question: Explain how and why pressure groups try to influence public opinion.
	24/11/14

	13
	Research task: To what extent do pressure groups undermine pluralist democracy?
	01/12/14

	14
	25 mark essay: To what extent is pressure group power in decline?
	08/12/14

	15
	Read and Note Chapter 6
	12/01/14


