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Elections in the UK

Westminster - First Past the Post

London Mayor - Supplementary Vote

Scottish Parliament (Holyrood) and Welsh Assembly
- Additional Member System

Northern Irish Assembly (Stormont) -
Single Transferable Vote

European Union - List System




Types

What does it look like? What does it do?

Representation - e.g. Nicky Morgan and Gay Marriage, Feb 2013 - 285 constituents against, 24 for
Participation - Turnout: 1992 77.7%, 2001 59.4%, 2010 65.1%

Education - Manifestos e.g. Conservatives and 2017 Referendum on Europe
Legitimation - Voting = consent. By voting, you accept the system we use to form govt
Accountability - e.g. Jacqui Smith, Expenses and the 'Rotten Parliament'
Choosing Govt - we elect PARLIAMENT, not GOVT

Mandate and Doctor's Mandate



50%+1 More Mix of % of

than two votes =
the next systems (roughly)
bloke together % of
S seats
Majoritarian Plurality - gained
Hybrid  pronortional

Types of Electoral System (PR)

This is NOT NOT NOT a system!! It is a TYPE of system
e.g. The Premier League is a type (level) of football, but the teams
all have their own names, such as the mighty Tottenham Hotspur!
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First Past the Post

How it works:

Features

ONE vote
Single Member

constituency

Place an X' next to your preferred candidate

Winning candidate is the one with 9/
most votes and goes to Westminster ’ »B 'um

Plurality System | Government is formed by the A 3:/
party with a MAJORITY of winning , ‘
— candidates : |

Winners bonus
Two party system...?
Labour bias

Little 3rd party impact
Single party govt




Simple - Morgan: 21, 971 (41.6%), Reed 18,227 (34.5%)
Clear outcome...mostly! Labour 179 seat majority in 1997
Strong & Stable Govt - Even Coalition e.g. Student Tuition Fees
Accountable Govt - Expenses: Maria Miller 2014 (jumped before pushed)
MP/Constit. Link - Nicky Morgan and ChAIn
Clear mandate - even the Coalition! e.g. HS2
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Safe seats and electoral deserts - Henley on Thames (30,054, 56.2%, LD 13,466, 25.2%)
No majority - e.g. Nicky Morgan
Not proportional - Lab 29% = 258 seats, LD 23% = 57 Seats
Tactical voting - two party system encourages tactical voting

Wasted votes - 52.8% in 2010




Other Electoral Systems
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Supplementary Vote

Features On do M
One vote ayo r >
ot celeas How it works:

Majoritarian

Single member | Record 1st and 2nd preference (if you wish) k&
constituency

Counts all 1st preferences

Does anyone have a MAJORITY?

\/ \

NO YES
Eliminate all but top 2~ Winner!

For all eliminated votes, redistribute
according to 2nd preference s mims

Who has a majority now? o con st

Pros
Majority support - Boris 51.53%

Reduces wasted votes - 200,000 in 2012
MP-Constituency link
Clear winner

Cons

'Fake’ majority - more people wanted Ken 2nd pref!
Doesn't eliminate waste votes - 161,000 in 2012
Not proportional




Additional Member System

How 1t works (In Scotland)
(Scotland - 129 MSPS) E

Step 1: Voters cast TWO votes 2
- one for a PERSON in their CONSTITUENCY

- one for a PARTY in their REGION

Features

votes

Hybrid system - Part
plurality (FPTP), part PR
(D'hondt)

Single multi
member constituencies

Step 2: 73 MSPs elected in 73 constituencies

- : :
e using FPTP from the constituency vote

Plurality bit!

Step 3: Remaining 56 MSPs elected REGIONALLY using
the D'Hondt formula and closed party list (see sh t')

Pros
MP-Constituency link
More proportional - SNP 45% vote, 54% seats
More choice - Greens got 2 seats in 2007

2011




List System

Features How it works:
One Vote

Multi Member The country is divided into
Constituencies  f large multi member regions

Vote for Party

Parties produce a list of candidates, ”
Highly proportional

most important at the top -

Voters vote for a PARTY and their list

If a party wins, say, 25% of the vote,
they get to fill 25% of the seats with
candidates from the top of their list

Open list - the same, but voters can express a preference for different candidates
on the list. Therefore, the list might be re-ordered before the seats are allocated

ooom| @[ §F
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Pros
Highly proportional - UKIP 16.6% vote, 18.8% seats
Women/minority representation on Lists

Third parties - UKIP




<Northern Ireland>

A power sharing
executive

Features

One vote
Ordinal voting
Multi member
constituencies
Highly
proportional

How 1t works:

Step 1: Northern Ireland is divided into 18
constituencies with 6 seats available in each

Step 2: Voters rank candidates in order of preference

votes ,
Step 3: The droop quota is worked out: ===3» seats + 1 l) t1

Step 4: All first preferences are added together.
If one or more people have reached the droop quota, they get a seat.

Any votes above the droop quota are redistributed by second preference

to help other candidates get the droop quota too, until all seats are filled
If seats remain unfilled, but no-one else has reached
the quota, the bottom chap is eliminated and his

votes redistributed according to second preference

T | Pros
' - Highly proportional - droop quota

Choice between party candidates
Strong MP/constitutency link
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Labour have done poorly - hoped to shore up votes in
their heartland but have subsequently lost out to SNP

Nationalist parties have done better - worth voting for!
SNP single party majority in 2011

Tories do better in Scotland & Wales:
Scotland 2011, 3 Constituency Seats, 12 Regional Seats (the PR bit)

D.U.P and Sinn Fein power sharing agreement means
coalitions are guaranteed (Good Friday Agreement 1998)

The rise again of nationalist parties - D.U.P,
U.U.P and Sinn Fein

Traditional 'English’ parties do not
run in N.I. - 'neutral peacebrokers'

75/
Party Systems @/‘o b
A PARTY system is a choice - it is a result of the electoral system a country has chosen to use /e V
Ole,

It is defined as 'the number of parties with a realistic chance of FORMING GOVERNMENT in a system

For example, in FPTP:

Two party system - Only Labour and Conservative
have a real chance of FORMING government

Distinguish between forming government and

winning a seat or two...these are different!

could FPTP now be argued to be a 2 1/2 party system?
Could FPTP now be argued to be & sulti party system?

Major parties have faced challenge from
3rd parties - Labour came 3rd in 2009

Minor parties have had huge success -
2009 Con - 25, UKIP - 13, Lab - 13

Lib Dems get more proportional
allocation of seats than in FPTP

Types Of party system:
One party system- Autocratic democracy
Two party system - FPTP, SV
Two and a half party? Coalition...
Multi Party - STV, AMS, List

Third parties eliminated -
wasted vote for anyone else

Encourages two party system - Labour
and Tories only winners (Ken and Boris!)

Effects of Electoral Systems on UK Parties
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Party Systems

A PARTY system is a choice - it is a result of the electoral system a country has chosen to use

It is defined as 'the number of parties with a realistic chance of FORMING GOVERNMENT in a system

For example, in FPTP:
Two party system - Only Labour and Conservative Types Of par t_y system:

—

Distinguish between forming government and Two party SyStem - FPTP, 5V
winning a seat or two...these are different! Two and a half party? Coalition...

Could FPTP now be argued to be a 2 1/2 party system? MUltl Pal‘ty _ STV, AMS, |_|St

Could FPTP now be argued to be a multi party system?

llenge from
d in 2009
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The AV Referendum

}

Coalition ﬂgreemer]
o

i
o

1097

Features
One vote

Ordinal voting
How 1t works: Majoritarian

Voters rank the candidates in order of preference Single-Member
Constituencies

Does anyone have a MAJORITY = Yes

of first preferences? ~ Pros

Winner Majority of suppor
MP/Constituency link

No - eliminate bottom candidate N :
Broad support (2nd/3rd choice)

and redistribute his votes

United ate

FAIRER
VOTES




Replace FPTP?

YES!

ice - UKIP
2% 2010

- Henley
in party

Wastec
Voter value e
STV/Open list - c
More propc
Executive dominance fees
Voter apathy - low ¢
Outdated with Eurc

Trialled in Scotland, Wa

72



e.g: 1997 Scotland 2011 AV
1997 Wales 2011 Wales
1998 Ireland 2014 Scotland

VS.

2017 EU?



Why did Devolution happen?

Scotland

Scottish Mational Party (SNP) formed 1934

October 1974 - SNP win 11 seats in Westminster

1978 - Government defeated by backbenchers to get devolution

1979 - referendum fails to win enough support for devalution (ves vote, but not enough of
the electorate turned out, i.e. less than 40%)

1979-1997 - Conservative rule
Scotland doesn't vote Conservative
Thatcher tested Poll Tax on Scotland

Economic confidence boosted - North Sea Oil

Labour, trying to shore up vote for 1997, promise devolution

1997 - Referendum Q1 - Scottish Parliament - Yes 74.3%, No 25.7%
Referendum 2 - tax varying powers - Yes 63.5%, Mo 36.5%
Turnout 60.4%

1997 Scotland Act

a e

Plaid Cymru formed in 1925
October 1974 - PC win 3 seat
1978 - Government defeated by backbenchers to get devolution

1979 - referendum fails to win enough support for devolution (no vote)
1979-1997 - Conservative rule

Wales doesn't vote Conservative
Labour, trying to shore up vote for 1997, promise devolution

If Scotland are getting it...

1997 - Referendum - Welsh Assembly (secondary legislative powers)? - Yes 50.3%, No 49.7%
Turnout 50.1%
1997 Wales Act

2011 - Referendum - Primary legislative powers? Yes 63.5%, No 36.5%
Turnout 35 6%

2014 Referendum...?

Ireland

Early 20th € - Home rule, Irish Rebellion 1916, partition of Ireland 1922, Republic of Ireland 1949
1922-1979 - Stormont Parliament governed Northern Ireland - dominated by Protestant Unionists

1960s - The Troubles - IRA takes up the grievances of the Catholic minority. British g 0
troops sent in 1969, culminating in Bloody Sunday in 1972 A P’ace apart

1972-1998 - Direct rule from London imposed on Worthern Ireland

- N.I. in the Union depends on national support
1998 - Good Friday Agreement
+ creates Northern Ireland Assembly {108 members elected by STV} Usual UK parties rarely run, rather acting as
+ M.I. power-sharing executive - first and deputy first minister neutral peacebrokers

1998-current - four suspensions: Securi ",'l remains an Issue:
11 February - 30 May 2000 hit .

10 August 2001 (24 hour suspension)

22 September 2001 (24 hour suspension) T el i

14 October 2002 - 7 May 2007 e

argph.co. u}.}.—"', /
northernirelond 4956564 /Antrim-barracks-shooting

n-Northern-lreland biml




Scotland

Scottish National Party (SNP) formed 1934
October 1974 - SNP win 11 seats in Westminster

1978 - Government defeated by backbenchers to get devolution

1979 - referendum fails to win enough support for devolution (Yes vote, but not enough of
the electorate turned out, i.e. less than 40%)

1979-1997 - Conservative rule
Scotland doesn't vote Conservative
Thatcher tested Poll Tax on Scotland
Economic confidence boosted - North Sea Qil
Labour, trying to shore up vote for 1997, promise devolution

1997 - Referendum Q1 - Scottish Parliament - Yes 74.3%, No 25.7%
Referendum Q2 - tax varying powers - Yes 63.5%, No 36.5%
Turnout 60.4%
1997 Scotland Act 2014 Referendum...?
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Plaid Cymru formed in 1925
October 1974 - PC win 3 seat
1978 - Government defeated by backbenchers to get devolution

1979 - referendum fails to win enough support for devolution (no vote)
1979-1997 - Conservative rule

Wales doesn't vote Conservative
Labour, trying to shore up vote for 1997, promise devolution

If Scotland are getting it...

1997 - Referendum - Welsh Assembly (secondary legislative powers)? - Yes 50.3%, No 49.7%
Turnout 50.1%

1997 Wales Act

2011 - Referendum - Primary legislative powers? Yes 63.5%, No 36.5%
Turnout 35.6%




otland doesn't vote Conservative abour, trying to shore up vote for 1997, promise devolution

atcher tested Poll Tax on Scotland If Scotland are getting it...
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bour, trying to shore up vote for 1997, promise devolution

eferendum Q1 - Scottish Parliament - Yes 74.3%, No 25.7%

eferendum Q2 - tax varying powers - Yes 63.5%, No 36.5%

urnout 60.4%

tland Act 2014 Referendum...?

1997 - Referendum - Welsh Assembly (secondary legislative powers)? - Yes 50.3%
Turnout 50.1%

1997 Wales Act
2011 - Referendum - Primary legislative powers? Yes 63.5%, No 36.5%
Turnout 35.6%

Ireland

Early 20th C - Home rule, Irish Rebellion 1916, partition of Ireland 1922, Republic of Ireland 1949
1922-1979 - Stormont Parliament governed Northern Ireland - dominated by Protestant Unionists

1960s - The Troubles - IRA takes up the grievances of the Catholic minority. British

troops sent in 1969, culminating in Bloody Sunday in 1972 'A p’ace GF)(]"'tlF

1972-1998 - Direct rule from London imposed on Northern Ireland _ ; ,
- N.I. in the Union depends on national support

1998 - Good Friday Agreement _ _
- creates Northern Ireland Assembly (108 members elected by STV) - Usual UK parties rarely run, rather acting as
- N.I. power-sharing executive - first and deputy first minister neutral peacebrokers

1998-current - four suspensions: - Security remains an issue:
1 February - 30 May 2000 http://www.telegraph. co.uk/news/uknews/

10 August 2001 (24 hour suspension)
22 September 2001 (24 hour suspension)
14 October 2002 - 7 May 2007

northernireland /4956564 /Antrim-barracks-shooting-
Iwo-soldiers-murdered-in-Northern-Ireland. html
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