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Judiciary

	CURRICULUM 2008

5 With reference to the source, outline three reasons why judges are now subject to greater scrutiny. June 2017

10 With reference to the source and your own knowledge, explain how the Human Rights Act has changed the role of judges. June 2017
25 To what extent are judges free from bias (neutral) and sufficiently independent from other branches of government. June 2017

40 To what extent are judges better guardians of rights and civil liberties than Parliament or the executive? June 2016 

5 With reference to the source, describe three civil liberties in the UK. June 2015 NEW

10 With reference to the source and your own knowledge, explain how and why governments have restricted civil liberties in recent years. June 2015 NEW

25 How effectively do judges protect civil liberties in the UK? June 2015 NEW


40 To what extent is there conflict in the UK between judges and government ministers?

5 With reference to the source, outline why increasing judicial review in controversial. 

10 With reference to the source and your own knowledge, explain the main effects of the Human Rights Act.

25 Should judges, rather than politicians, be responsible for protecting civil liberties? 

40 In what ways, and to what extent, is the Human Rights Act controversial?

40 To what extent do judges protect individual rights and freedoms in the UK?

5 With reference to the source, what is the rule of law?

10 With reference to the source and your own knowledge, explain how the independence of the judiciary is guaranteed.

25 To what extent can judges check the power of the executive and the legislature?

5 With reference to the source, why was the government criticised over the decision to freeze the assets of the suspected terrorists?

10 With reference to the source, and your own knowledge, explain judicial review and its importance

25 To what extent is there conflict between the judiciary and the executive in the UK?

40 Is the judiciary too powerful, or is it not powerful enough?

40 How effectively does the judiciary protect civil liberties in the UK?

5 With reference to the source, describe the measures that exist to maintain the independence and neutrality of the judiciary.

10 With reference to the source, and your own knowledge, explain how the judiciary has been reformed since 2005.

25 To what extent are UK judges both independent and neutral?

40 How effectively can the judiciary control executive and legislative power in the UK?


	CURRICULUM 2000

5 What is judicial neutrality? 

10 Explain three ways in which judicial neutrality is maintained.

25 To what extent can judges constrain the executive and Parliament? 

5 What is ‘judicial review’? 

10 In what ways do judges ‘make law’? 

25 How, and to what extent, has the Human Rights Act affected the role of judges? 
5 Define judicial independence.

10 Why is judicial independence important?

25 Why, and to what extent, have judges come into conflict with the executive in recent years?

5 What are civil liberties?

10 How do judges protect civil liberties?

25 To what extent have judges exercised greater independence in recent years?

5 Define the rule of law.

10 Explain three ways by which judicial independence is maintained.

25 To what extent do judges protect civil liberties?

5 What is the judiciary? 
10 What is judicial neutrality, and how is it upheld in the UK? 
25 To what extent do judges constrain Parliament and the executive?

5 Outline two civil liberties

10 How do judges protect the rights of citizens?

25 To what extent have judges exerted greater independence in recent years?

5 Outline two functions of judges

10 In what ways is the independence of judges from the executive upheld?

25 To what extent has there been conflict between judges and the government in recent years?

5 Define the principle of the rule of law

10 Explain three factors which help to maintain judicial independence

25 To what extent are UK judges neutral?

5 Outline two civil liberties

10 Describe three ways that judges can protect civil liberties

25 To what extent are judges independent and neutral?

5 Outline two functions of judges

10 How is judicial independence upheld?

25 To what extent do judges constrain Parliament and the executive?




Prime Minister

	CURRICULUM 2008

40 ‘the cabinet is the most important limitation on Prime Ministerial power’. Discuss. June 2017

5 With reference to the source, outline three aspects of the Prime Minister’s role in relation to ministers and their departments. June 2016
10 With reference to the source and your own knowledge, what impact has Coalition government had on the office of the Prime Minister. June 2016

25 To what extent is the Prime Minister free from effective political constraints? June 2016

40 To what extent are modern prime ministers now presidents in all but name? June 2015 NEW

5 With reference to the source, what is a government reshuffle?

10 With reference to the source and your own knowledge, explain the factors a prime minister considers when appointing or dismissing ministers.

25 To what extent do prime ministers control the decisions made by their government?

40 Has the experience of coalition government strengthened or weakened prime ministerial power?

5 With reference to the source, describe how the introduction of fixed-term Parliaments affect prime ministerial power.

10 With reference to the source and your own knowledge, explain three reforms, other than fixed-term Parliaments, which could limit the power of the prime minister

25 To what extent has the UK prime minister become more ‘presidential’?

5 With reference to the source, outline how coalition government has affected appointments to the cabinet

10 With reference to the source and your own knowledge, explain why collective responsibility is an important aspect of UK government.

25 How important is cabinet?

40 Are UK prime ministers as powerful as is sometimes claimed?

40 Is the UK Prime Minister now effectively a president?

5 With reference to the source, describe two limitations on prime ministerial power

10 With reference to the source, and you own knowledge, explain the prime minister’s prerogative powers.

25 To what extent can the prime minister control the Cabinet?

5 With reference to Source 1, describe the two types of issues discussed by the Cabinet

10 With reference to Source 2, and your own knowledge, what factors does the Prime Minister take into account when appointing cabinet ministers?

25 To what extent is cabinet an important body?

40 To what extent does the prime minister dominate the political system in the UK?

5 With reference to the source, outline the reasons Gordon Brown gave for proposing that prime ministerial powers be surrendered or limited.

10 With reference to the source, and your own knowledge, explain the ways in which Prime Ministers are able to control Parliament.

25 To what extent has prime ministerial power grown in recent years?


	CURRICULUM 2000

5 Outline two functions of the cabinet 

10 Describe three factors which a Prime Minister takes into account when appointing ministers 

25 Assess the significance of the conventions of individual and collective ministerial responsibility

5 Outline two powers of the Prime Minister

10 Explain three limits on the power of the Prime Minister
25 To what extent has cabinet government been replaced by prime ministerial government?

5 Outline the role of the Prime Minister.

10 How do Prime Ministers control the cabinet?

25 To what extent have UK Prime Ministers become more like presidents?

5 What is cabinet government?

10 What are the main sources of prime ministerial power?

25 Have Prime Ministers become more powerful, or less powerful, in recent years?

5 Outline the role of a minister.

10 In what circumstances do ministers resign?

25 Assess the limitations on the powers of the Prime Minister.

5 Define collective ministerial responsibility. 
10 What are the functions of the Cabinet?  
25 To what extent do Prime Ministers dominate the Cabinet?

5 Outline two powers of the Prime Minister

10 Explain three constraints on prime ministerial power

25 Have Prime Ministers become more powerful in recent years?

5 Outline two functions of the Cabinet

10 Distinguish between the conventions of collective ministerial responsibility and individual ministerial responsibility

25 Have UK Prime Ministers become more ‘presidential’ in recent years?

5 Outline the role of a minister

10 Explain three factors which may affect the appointment of ministers

25 What factors limit the Prime Minister’s power?

5 Outline two functions of a Prime Minister

10 Describe three factors that limit the power of the Prime Minister

25 In what ways is the UK political system becoming more presidential?

5 Define collective responsibility

10 What are the functions of the Cabinet?

25 Has the Prime Minister become more powerful in recent years?




Parliament

	CURRICULUM 2008

5 With reference to the source, outline three ways in which Parliamentary power has been strengthened. June 2017

10 With reference to the source and your own knowledge, how sufficient has the role of the House of Lords become in passing legislation? June 2017

25 To what extent and in what ways does Parliament still require major reform? June 2017

5 With reference to the source outline three types of committees operating in the House of Commons. June 2016

10 With reference to the source and your own knowledge how effective are Commons committees? June 2016

25 Excluding committee, assess the means by which parliament is able to control the executive. June 2016

40 ‘The House of Commons is in greater need of reform than the House of Lords’ Discuss. June 2015 NEW

40 ‘Parliament carries out none of its functions adequately.’ Discuss.

40 ‘The House of Lords is now more effective than the House of Commons in checking government power.’ Discuss

5 With reference to the source, outline two criticisms of David Cameron’s appointments to the house of Lords

10 With reference to the source and your own knowledge, explain three considerations that are taken into account when appointing life peers.

25 Assess the arguments in favour of a largely or wholly elected second chamber.

40 How effective are backbench MPs?

5 With reference to the course, why are legislative committees needed?

10 With reference to the source and your own knowledge, explain the ways in which backbench MPs can call the government to account.

25 To what extent has the formation of a coalition altered the relationship between Parliament and government?

5 With reference to the source, describe three proposals that seek to strengthen parliamentary representation by increasing popular participation

10 With reference to the source, and your own knowledge, explain how three of these proposals seek to make government more accountable to Parliament.

25 To what extent will the coalition government’s proposals bring about an effective reform of Parliament?

5 With reference to the source, describe two functions of the House of Commons

10 With reference to the source, and your own knowledge, explain how the House of Commons can control the power of government

25 To what extent is the House of Commons effective in carrying out its various functions?

40 To what extent does Parliament control executive power?

5 With reference to the source, what changes to the second chamber are proposed?

10 With reference to the source, and your own knowledge, explain the arguments for a fully or partly elected second chamber.

25 Make out a case against an elected second chamber.

5 With reference to the source, describe three functions of Parliament.

10 With reference to the source, and your own knowledge, explain why government needs an effective Parliament.

25 Analyse the main factors that limit the effectiveness of Parliament.


	CURRICULUM 2000

5 Briefly explain two ways in which Parliament scrutinises the government 

10 Explain three other functions of Parliament 

25 How effective are MPs in carrying out their role?

5 What is Parliamentary sovereignty? 

10 In what ways has parliament sovereignty been affected by membership of the EU? 

25 To what extent have both houses of Parliament become more effective since 1997? 

5 Outline the role of the House of Lords.

10 In what ways does the composition of the House of Commons differ from the House of Lords?

25 Compare the power and influence of the House of Commons and the House of Lords.

5 Outline two features of a presidential system of government.

10 Why is the UK system of government been considered to be parliamentary?

25 How effective is Parliament in carrying out its representative role?

5 Outline two functions of Parliament.

10 Explain three ways in which Parliament carries out its scrutinising role.

25 Has the UK Parliament become an irrelevant institution?

5 Outline the powers of the House of Lords. 
10 Explain the main differences between parliamentary government and presidential government. 
25 How effective is Parliament in scrutinising the work of the executive?

5 Outline the composition of the House of Lords

10 Distinguish between the powers of the House of Commons and those of the House of Lords

25 How representative is the Westminster Parliament?

5 Define sovereignty

10 In what ways is Parliament sovereign?

25 To what extent has Parliament lost sovereignty?

5 Describe two features of parliamentary government

10 Explain three ways in which Parliament scrutinises the work of the executive

25 How well does Parliament perform its functions?

5 Outline two functions of Parliament

10 Describe the main differences between parliamentary government and presidential government

25 What are the main weaknesses of the Westminster Parliament?

5 Outline the powers of the House of Lords

10 In what ways is Parliament representative?

25 How effective is Parliament in ensuring executive accountability?

5 Outline two functions of Parliament

10 Explain the main differences between the functions and composition of the House of Commons and the House of Lords

25 How representative is Parliament?




Constitution

	CURRICULUM 2008

40 To what extent has Scottish and Welsh devolution been the most significant change to the Constitution of the UK in modern times? June 2017

40 “Arguments in favour of further constitutional reform are more convincing than those against”. Discuss. June 2016

5 With reference to the source, describe three of the sources which make up the UK constitution. June 2015 NEW

10 With reference to the source and your own knowledge, explain the features of parliamentary sovereignty. June 2015 NEW

25 To what extent does Parliament remain sovereign? June 2015 NEW

5 With reference to the source, outline why the UK Constitution is easy to change.

10 With reference to the source and your own knowledge, explain how an uncodified constitution differs from a codified constitution.

25 Assess the significance of constitutional reforms introduced since 1997.

5 With reference to the source, outline two features of the UK Constitution

10 With reference to the source and your own knowledge, explain the sources of the UK Constitution

25 Assess the strengths of the UK Constitution

40 To what extent have constitutional reforms introduced since 1997 made the UK more democratic?

5 With reference to the source, outline two constitutional reforms proposed by David Miliband

10 With reference to the source and your own knowledge, explain the arguments in favour of introducing a codified constitution

25 To what extent have the coalition government’s proposals to reform the UK constitution been controversial?

40 To what extent have constitutional reforms since 1997 reduced the powers of UK governments?

40 To what extent has the location of sovereignty in the UK changed in recent years?

40 ‘The UK constitution is no longer fit for purpose.’ Discuss

5 With reference to the source, describe three sources of the UK constitution

10 With reference to the source, and your own knowledge, explain the arguments in favour of a codified constitution for the UK

25 Make out a case against the adoption of a codified constitution for the UK

40 ‘The advantages of a codified constitution now outweigh its disadvantages’. Discuss.

40 ‘Constitutional reform since 1997 has not gone far enough.’ Discuss.


	CURRICULUM 2000

5 Outline the role of a constitution 

10 how has devolution affected the UK’s unitary constitution? 
25 Why have there been growing calls for a codified constitution in the UK? 

5 Distinguish between a codified and an uncodified constitution. 
10 Explain three sources of the UK constitution 

25 Analyse the importance of conventions in the UK constitution 

5 What is sovereignty?

10 Where, in the UK constitutional system, is sovereignty located?

25 Evaluate the arguments in favour of introducing a codified constitution in the UK.

5 Outline two features of a codified constitution.

10 Explain the main features of the UK constitution.

25 Why has the UK constitution been criticised?

5 Distinguish between a unitary and a federal constitution.

10 Explain, using examples, the sources of the UK constitution.

25 Assess the strengths of the UK constitution.

5 What is a constitution? 
10 Distinguish between a codified constitution and an uncodified constitution. 
25 Should the UK constitution remain uncodified? 

5 Outline two features of the UK Constitution

10 Explain three strengths of the UK constitution

25 Why and how had the UK constitution been criticised? 

5 Outline two features of a codified constitution

10 What are the main sources of the UK constitution?

25 What are the disadvantages of an uncodified constitution?

5 What is a constitution?

10 Distinguish between a codified constitution and uncodified constitution

25 Why has the UK constitution been criticised?

5 What is a codified constitution?

10 Distinguish between a unitary constitution and a federal constitution

25 What are the strengths of the UK constitution?
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