President (Ch6)
	TOPIC
	NOTES
	DONE

	The President and the Constitution
· Requirements
· Qualities
· Election

227-228
	
	

	Presidential Powers from the Constitution 

229-233
	
	

	Federal Bureaucracy

· Definition

· Role

· People

· Problems
· Checks on
238-247
	
	

	EXOP
· White House Office

· Office of Management and Budget

· National Security Council
· Importance

260-270
	
	

	Cabinet
· Role

· Membership

· Balancing the Cabinet
· Re-appointments

· Meetings

· Functions

· Importance
247-260, 267-270
	
	

	Vice President
· Selection
· Role
· Powers

· Growing Importance

· The VP – ‘not worth a warm bucket of spit’?
233-238
	
	

	President and Congress
· Presidential persuasion
270-280
	
	

	Foreign Policy
281-284
	
	

	Limits on the President

· Constitutional
· Public
· Pressure Groups

· Media
· Federal Bureaucracy

289-291
	
	

	The Imperial or Imperilled Presidency?

285-288
	
	

	Roles of President
	
	

	

	KEY TERMS
	Article II

Commander in Chief

Treaties

Appointments

Pardons

Impeachment

Veto
	Pocket Veto

Imperial Presidency

Imperilled Presidency

Executive privilege

National Emergencies Act

Recess Appointments

Chief Legislator
	War Powers Act

Case-Zablocki Act

Vietnam

Watergate

Power to Persuade

State of the Union 

Coats Tails Effect
	Propose Legislation

Balanced Ticket

Vice President

Spoils system

Lame duck presidency

Annual budget

Presidential Assent


EDEXCEL SPECIFICATION:
	Key concepts
	Content explanation

	· presidential system

· imperial presidency

· Executive Office of the President (EXOP)

· Cabinet

· Federal Bureaucracy

· new federalism
	· A knowledge of the formal and informal sources of presidential power and of the relationships between the presidency and other institutions. 

· An awareness of the factors that affect the role of the presidency and an ability to evaluate the capacity to provide leadership of the presidency and of recent presidents. 


FURTHER GUIDANCE FROM EDEXCEL: KEY THEMES:
Constitutional provision

Powers, background of monarchical tyranny, vaguely defined, all significant powers checkable by Congress

Evolution

Growth of presidential power in the 20th century, reasons for and consequences of; sources of contemporary power, extent to which the presidency may be considered ‘imperial’; significance of, and extent of changes to, role of VP, e.g. during tenures of Cheney and Biden, reasons for and consequences of

Power within the executive branch

Federal bureaucracy, composition, sources and extent of power, problems of presidential control, reasons for and consequences of; influences on composition, role and extent of influence of Cabinet and EXOP (Note: the federal bureaucracy will not be the named subject of 45 mark questions) 
Effectiveness
Extent to which the president still restrained by checks and balances despite increased expectations of role; extent to which the president is dependent on the ‘power to persuade’ and extent to which able to circumvent checks through e.g. power as commander in chief, signing statements, executive orders and recess appointments; extent to which checks more significant in domestic than foreign policy, reasons for and consequences of; extent to which the president dependent on factors outside his control to be considered a ‘success’
PAST PAPER QUESTIONS:
	15 marks

· Assess the significance of the Executive Office of the President. (NEW June 2014)

· Assess the factors that affect the role of the Vice President (NEW Jun 2013)

· Assess the significance of the Cabinet in the executive branch. (NEW Jan 2013)

· How significant is the President’s power of veto? (NEW Jun 2012)

· What are the most significant factors that influence a President when choosing the cabinet? (NEW Jan 2012)

· What are ‘executive orders’, and how significant are they for presidential power? (NEW June 2011)

· Assess the constraints on the President’s role as Commander-in-Chief. (NEW June 2011)

· How important is the role of the vice president? (NEW Jan 2011)

· How much influence does the president have over the legislative process? (NEW June 2010)

· How do Presidents veto legislation, and how significant is the presidential veto? (NEW Jan 2010)

· Assess the importance of the vice presidency. (Jan 2010)

· In what ways do presidents veto legislation and what factors do they consider when they are doing so? (June 2009)

· How significant is the president’s role as Head of State? (2009)

· Assess the constraints on presidents in influencing the political balance of the Supreme Court? (2008)

· How important is the role of the Vice President? (2007)

· Compare the relative significance of the President’s Cabinet and the Executive Office of the Presidency. (2006)

· How important is the cabinet within the executive branch of government? (2005)

· How important is the Executive Office of the President? (2004)

· Analyse how the events of September 11, 2001, have affected the US Presidency. (2004)
	45 marks

· ‘A President’s power inevitably declines in a second term in office.’ Discuss. (NEW June 2014)

· ‘Weak at home, strong abroad.’ Discuss this view of the power of the president. (New Jan 2013)

· To what extent is the modern presidency an ‘imperial presidency’? ( NEW Jun 2012)

· ‘Presidential careers can never live up to expectations.’ Discuss. (NEW Jan 2012)

· ‘The power of the President is limited to the power to persuade.’ Discuss. (NEW Jan 2011)

· To what extent do Presidents control foreign policy? (NEW June 2010)

· ‘There are no effective checks on presidential power’. Discuss. (NEW Jan 2010)

·  ‘Weak in domestic affairs; strong in foreign affairs.’ To what extent is this an accurate assessment of the US presidency? (Jan 2010)

· To what extent is the President able to control the Federal Bureaucracy? (2008)

· Are second term presidents inevitably lame ducks? (2007)

· ‘I make American foreign policy’ (President Truman).  To what extent is this claim true of the modern USA? (2006)

· Analyse and evaluate the success of George W. Bush’s presidency. (2005)

· Is the federal bureaucracy too powerful? (2005)


Homework:

	Set
	Homework
	Due

	05/01/15
	Research project – the Vice Presidency and the Cabinet – The Vice Presidencies of Biden and Cheney
	12/01/15

	12/01/15
	15 Mark Q - Assess the constraints on the President’s role as Commander-in-Chief
	19/01/15

	19/01/15
	Produce an Information Sheet – Federal bureaucracy, EXOP and Cabinet – role, relationships, current personnel, achievements of each
	26/01/15

	26/01/15
	15 mark Q - How significant is the president’s role as Head of State?
	02/02/15

	02/02/15
	45 mark Q - ‘Weak at home, strong abroad.’ Discuss this view of the power of the president.
	09/02/15

	09/02/15
	Read and Note Chapter 5 (using noting sheet)
	02/03/15


Prezi:

Presidency – https://prezi.com/tuq6spiz1c5m/the-us-presidency/
Federal Bureaucracy – https://prezi.com/-ssg_rc73o69/the-federal-bureaucracy/ 
