The UK Constitution (Ch6)
	TOPIC
	NOTES
	DONE

	What is a constitution?
· In a sentence?

· 5 things in a Constitution
141-142
	
	

	Un/codified and un/entrenched
· Judicial Review

· Unitary/Federal Constitutions
142-144
	
	

	Sources of the UK Constitution
· Statute Law

· Common Law

· Convention

· Traditions

· Works of authority

· Royal Prerogative

· European Treaties

145-148
	
	

	Features of the UK Constitution
· Parliamentary Sovereignty
· Rule of Law
· Unitary State
· Parliamentary Government
148-152
	
	

	Sovereignty and UK Constitution
· Fused powers
· Executive Power
· European Union
· Human Rights Act

· Devolution

· Referendums
152-159
	
	

	Should the UK have a codified constitution?
160-161, 178-179
	
	

	Constitutional Reforms and their impact:



	· Before 1997

162-163
	
	

	· Labour Under Blair
· House of Lords

· Human Rights Act

· Electoral Systems

· Freedom of Information

· London Mayor

· Devolution

· Referendums

· Parties

· Judiciary

163-174
	
	

	· Labour under Brown

	
	

	· The Coalition
174-178
	
	

	

	KEY TERMS
	A.V. Dicey

Bicameral 
Codification

Common Law

Constitutional Monarchy Constitution
Convention
Decentralisation
Devolution 

Entrenched

Executive

Federal
	Freedom of Information Act

Fused Powers

Human Rights Act

Judicial Review

Judiciary

Legislature
Limited Government
Mandate

Montesquieu

Parliamentary Government

Party Government
Pooled Sovereignty
	Prerogative
Quasi-Federal

Referendums
Rule of Law 

Separation of Powers

Sovereignty

Statute Law

Supreme Court Amendment

Thomas Erskine May 

Unitary

Walter Bagehot
Westminster Model


Edexcel Specification:
	Key concepts

· constitution

· constitutionalism

· codified/uncodified constitution

· unitary/federal constitution

· parliamentary sovereignty

· pooled sovereignty

· devolution

· quasi-federalism

· elective dictatorship
	Content explanation

· Nature of the constitution — a knowledge and understanding of the features of a constitution and of the benefits of constitutional government, including the differences between codified and uncodified constitutions, and an understanding of the nature, sources and key features of the UK constitution.

· Sovereignty and the constitution — a knowledge and understanding of debates about the location of sovereignty within the UK constitutional system, particularly in relation to the significance of European Union membership and devolution. 

· Reforming the constitution — a knowledge and understanding of key reforms to the constitution since 1997, such as devolution and Lords reform, and an awareness of their advantages and disadvantages; and an understanding of ongoing debate about constitutional reform, including the possible introduction of a ‘written’ constitution. 


Past Paper Questions:
	CURRICULUM 2008

5 With reference to the source, outline why the UK Constitution is easy to change.

10 With reference to the source and your own knowledge, explain how an uncodified constitution differs from a codified constitution.

25 Assess the significance of constitutional reforms introduced since 1997.

5 With reference to the source, outline two features of the UK Constitution

10 With reference to the source and your own knowledge, explain the sources of the UK Constitution

25 Assess the strengths of the UK Constitution

40 To what extent have constitutional reforms introduced since 1997 made the UK more democratic?

5 With reference to the source, outline two constitutional reforms proposed by David Miliband

10 With reference to the source and your own knowledge, explain the arguments in favour of introducing a codified constitution

25 To what extent have the coalition government’s proposals to reform the UK constitution been controversial?

40 To what extent have constitutional reforms since 1997 reduced the powers of UK governments?

40 To what extent has the location of sovereignty in the UK changed in recent years?

40 ‘The UK constitution is no longer fit for purpose.’ Discuss

5 With reference to the source, describe three sources of the UK constitution

10 With reference to the source, and your own knowledge, explain the arguments in favour of a codified constitution for the UK

25 Make out a case against the adoption of a codified constitution for the UK

40 ‘The advantages of a codified constitution now outweigh its disadvantages’. Discuss.

40 ‘Constitutional reform since 1997 has not gone far enough.’ Discuss.


	CURRICULUM 2000

5 Outline the role of a constitution 

10 how has devolution affected the UK’s unitary constitution? 
25 Why have there been growing calls for a codified constitution in the UK? 

5 Distinguish between a codified and an uncodified constitution. 
10 Explain three sources of the UK constitution 

25 Analyse the importance of conventions in the UK constitution 

5 What is sovereignty?

10 Where, in the UK constitutional system, is sovereignty located?

25 Evaluate the arguments in favour of introducing a codified constitution in the UK.

5 Outline two features of a codified constitution.

10 Explain the main features of the UK constitution.

25 Why has the UK constitution been criticised?

5 Distinguish between a unitary and a federal constitution.

10 Explain, using examples, the sources of the UK constitution.

25 Assess the strengths of the UK constitution.

5 What is a constitution? 
10 Distinguish between a codified constitution and an uncodified constitution. 
25 Should the UK constitution remain uncodified? 

5 Outline two features of the UK Constitution

10 Explain three strengths of the UK constitution

25 Why and how had the UK constitution been criticised? 

5 Outline two features of a codified constitution

10 What are the main sources of the UK constitution?

25 What are the disadvantages of an uncodified constitution?

5 What is a constitution?

10 Distinguish between a codified constitution and uncodified constitution

25 Why has the UK constitution been criticised?

5 What is a codified constitution?

10 Distinguish between a unitary constitution and a federal constitution

25 What are the strengths of the UK constitution?




Prezi: https://prezi.com/_hu3tlgfpbwa/the-uk-constitution/
Memrise: http://www.memrise.com/course/945660/uk-constitution/
	Week
	Week Beginning
	Homework Task Set
	Due in (week beginning)

	1
	5/9/16
	Memrise – UK Constitution 
	Read and Note Chapter 6
	26/09/16

	2
	12/09/16
	Cartoon Analysis – UK Constitution vs US Constitution, including pros and cons.
	19/09/16

	3
	19/09/16
	Using the blog (https://lgspolitics.wordpress.com/2014/03/03/coalition-and-constitutional-reform-a-cancelled-revolution/) outline Coalition constitutional failures and successes (see also: Coalition Agreement)
	26/09/16

	4
	26/09/16
	5 and 10 mark SOURCE question
	Hand in Chapter 6 Notes
	IN CLASS

	5
	3/10/16
	Revision for Trial Paper 1
	Read and Note Chapter 7
	31/10/16

	6
	10/10/16
	TRIAL PAPER 1 – UK CONSTITUTION
	IN CLASS


Homework:
