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Introduction
Principal Examiner Report 6GP01 01 June 2017

A well-established view emerged from many Assistant Examiners and Team Leaders that 
the summer examination paper was both accessible to all candidates and at the same time 
provides a platform upon which to discriminate and discern between differing levels of 
ability. As with all exams, preparation and revision beforehand are crucial to success. The 
old adage alliterating all the ‘P’s’ rings true ‘Prior Preparation Prevents Poor Performance.’

In terms of question selection question one on democracy proved the most popular first 
choice, followed by question four on pressure groups, electoral systems next and least 
popular (but an increased number on previous series) as has often been the case was 
political parties. However the question on political parties increased its mean or average 
score identifying that those who took this option were well prepared and scored well. 
Further detailed feedback on each question is set out in the wider report.

Key areas to develop

Several key areas were identified by Assistant Examiners for incorporating into teaching and 
exam preparation.

• It is crucial on all part (a) which is composed of AO1 marks alone – that the knowledge 
and understanding is both precise and clear as there is no leeway to credit information 
which is incomplete or unclear.

• On part (b) building on the advice above it is the clarity and scope of the AO1 which sets 
the level of mark. For instance even though there is a clear directive in both (1b) and (2c) 
for three points – crucially it is the quality and scope of the response which determines 
the reward and the level. Hence for instance three points may be raised but that does 
not guarantee automatic entry to the top level.

• Sound advice in relation to part (c) is for candidates to read all choices available on the 
paper and then question selection must depend on confidence and competence on the 
(c) section given that it delivers and contains the majority of the marks.

• Allied to improving performance on part (c) is the manifest improvement which Assistant 
Examiners note where and when candidates have given time to a brief plan in order to 
garner their thoughts and set out goals; it does make a significant difference.

• Timing across question completion does not appear to have caused any difficulty. 
Furthermore the order of question completion remains in the domain of the candidate, 
however it is appreciated if candidates comply fully and place the responses in the set 
clip areas of the answer booklet, this is acceptable.
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Question 1
1a) Outline three aspects of liberal democracy.

This question wanted the candidate to describe liberal democracy as it appears in the 
specification as a key term. Most had no trouble explaining free and fair elections.  A 
number of candidates did refer to universal suffrage, but did not fully develop the concept. 
Diversity in political choice was rarely mentioned. In terms of the liberal elements, most 
candidates did refer to freedom and human rights and some enhanced this with reference 
to the ECHR or HRA.  Excellent answers referred to both the liberal and democratic aspects, 
while poor answers did not understand the concept. Stronger candidates were able to draw 
out the use of liberal democracy from across the globe – often citing the constitutional 
arrangement which exists in the United States.

1b) Identify three ways in which legitimacy is obtained in a representative democracy.

The concept of legitimacy was widely appreciated and understood and reference could be 
made if suitably done to illegitimate actions in a representative democracy. A small minority 
of candidates ignored the need to link legitimacy to representative democracy which was 
crucial. The main problem which affected a good number of candidates – and accounted for 
the reason why marks were restricted - was a total reliance on elections as the only means 
of gaining legitimacy in a representative democracy.  Invariably this meant describing local 
national and regional elections or using a General Election and then discussing and trying 
to make the election of MPs a separate point – which it was not. Elections and referendums 
were the most common two methods and often candidates ran out of ways after these two 
examples.

1c) To what extent does the use of referendums weaken or improve representative 
democracy?

Referendums are popular with candidates and this may have been a major factor in the 
numbers choosing this question. 

The main issue here was whether a candidate related referendums to representative 
democracy rather than to democracy in general. So, many answered by talking about 
whether referendums were democratic or not, rather than whether they undermined 
representative democracy or supported it. This is an issue of focusing on the actual 
question, not the one the candidate hoped for. Those who did focus successfully were well 
rewarded; those who did not remained firmly in level 2. 

The best responses did pay attention to the representative democracy point, and there were 
a number of excellent responses.

This is a well-informed response - with a good start on the (a) and (b) section but falling 
short of that ability on part (c)
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a) This makes three points with the first two being clearer that the last one.b) This again merits full 
marks - the final point - though not in the indicative mark scheme is credit worthyc) The top level 
is not maintained on this last section and level 3 is not obtained. The clarity of A01 not being fully 
clear.

Examiner Comments

Do use mark schemes as a guide for exam practice, however note they can never be 'all 
encompassing' documents and Assistant Examiners will credit and reward material if relevant to the 
question.

Examiner Tip
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This question does step up a level from the previous one
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a) Full marks here - clear definition of three aspects of liberal democracyb) Clear and detailed but 
just falling short of full marks for AO1c) Here there is both range and depth - and it was awarded 
full marks - what more could be produced in the given time frame?

Examiner Comments

This candidate has made sure that the Part (c) counts – and it is the ‘load bearer’ of marks. Note that 
near full marks are obtained on (a) and (b) and it is quality that hits the spot.

Examiner Tip
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Question 2 
2a) Outline the differences between left wing and right wing political ideas.

The best answers directly compared right and left wing ideas and used plenty of illustrative 
political vocabulary. Around half of answers described one type (or wing) than the other, 
without drawing direct comparisons. This approach sometimes resulted in separate ideas 
being outlined without coverage of the opposite, damaging the candidate’s attainment. 
A significant number of answers linked the differences to current policies of Labour or 
Conservative parties. Better informed candidates were able to delineate the opposing views 
of human nature and mentioned thinkers such as Hobbes and Rousseau. Poor answers only 
referred to communism and fascism and went on to describe these.

2b) Explain how parties differ from pressure groups.

Many candidates found this to be a very accessible question and as such were able to get 
into Level 3 for A01 and A02 by looking at differences such as narrow and wide focus of 
policy/ideas, standing for election and accountability.  They were supported with examples 
and made reference to consequences of illegal action and why political parties do not 
pursue this course of action.  Candidates who did not score highly got bogged down with 
the classification of pressure groups and did not make any meaningful comparison to 
parties. Again this question shows how examples can be a platform for both AO1 and AO2 
marks.

2c) Is the current Conservative Party more influenced by One Nation principles than 
Thatcherism? 

This response was awarded a range of marks across all A0’s - candidates who achieved 
Level 3 across the board demonstrated a sound a sound understanding of Thatcherism 
and one nation principles, referring to noblesse oblige, paternalism, Disraeli and then to 
neo-conservatism and neo-liberalism.  They also referred to recent polices of Cameron 
and May, with clear reference to the 2017 manifesto, the recent General Election serving to 
help the contemporary informed candidate.  There was also good reference to Grammar 
Schools comparison of the Same Sex Marriage Act and S26 of the Local Government Act 
1988 to demonstrate a more One Nation approach. A significant number of candidates 
seemed to think that One Nation Conservatism originated with Cameron. Some candidates 
moved away from ideas/policies and compared May and Thatcher as female prime 
ministers – particularly focusing on style/image. It was disappointing how few candidates 
really understood Thatcher’s position on the EU – almost all considered a hard Brexit to be 
consistent with Thatcherism without any awareness of her appreciation of the free market 
elements, her position on the last EEC referendum or the Single European Act which she 
was instrumental in creating and supporting.

This is an example of an excellent response and proof how many candidates excel on the 
topic of political parties.
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Political parties and their workings are at the 
heart of our representative democracy and 
are a key foundation for A2 politics across all 
options.

Examiner Tip

This response scored full marks across each 
section of the question; it did so with ease 
and style.

Examiner Comments
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There are several 'fault-lines' in this answer.
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Precision and brevity are fine on parts 
(a) and (b) - where answers can be to 
the point and need not be extensive to 
gain top marks.

Examiner Tip

Here the candidate has a timing issue. 
Too much time on part (a) and part (b) 
which ultimately robs part (c) of due 
time and care.

Examiner Comments
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Question 3 
3a)  How does the Additional Member System (AMS) operate?

At its core this is a question about the mechanics or operations of the AMS electoral system. 
It was not about ‘where’ but ‘how’ the system operates. Candidates usually managed an 
accurate description of the AMS system and were clear on the FPTP and the Party List 
element.  Better answers referred to the percentage split between both systems when 
discussing division of seats.  Very few candidates referred to the D’hondt method and 
candidates who scored zero invariably discussed STV or AV by mistake.  Some candidates 
restricted themselves to three marks by only discussing the FPTP and the list element 
without any clear development.

3b)  Where and why have proportional systems been used since 1997?

Candidates invariably found this the most difficult section of question three and as a 
consequence there was a wide range of answers across all AOs. The ‘why’ aspect of the 
question caused more difficulty than the ‘where’ element. For example, most candidates 
could state where PR systems were used, and stronger responses that achieved Level 3 
referred to the Good Friday Agreement and divisions between loyalists and republicans.  
Most managed to mention that PR was part of the framework for devolution.  However 
a significant number of candidates went onto explain the workings of the systems and 
could not gain any credit.  Many answers that remained firmly in level 1 had a limited 
understanding of PR systems or simply explained the wrong system or provided a 
discussion of AV and SV majoritarian, not proportional systems.

3c)   Should the ‘first past the post’ electoral system continue to be used to elect the House 
of Commons?

This question provided numerous candidates the opportunity to display their understanding 
of first past the post and its crucial advantages and disadvantages in operation. The more 
able and thus higher rewarded candidates came to this question armed with key data 
and figures surrounding the system: for instance, the lack of a 50% margin, not only for 
elected governments but also individual MPs in their constituencies. There was widespread 
discussion about dis-proportionality and the most often cited examples were UKIP winning 
12.6% of the vote and only obtaining one seat.  This was often compared to the SNP who 
won 56 seats on 4.6% of the vote.  Stronger candidates used this example more effectively 
and linked it to concentration or widespread support.  A minority of candidates scored lower 
as they often made too much of the comparison between FPTP and PR models with lengthy 
discussions, and this strayed from the remit of the question.

This is an uneven response with a lack of correct detail and information - especially in parts 
(a) and (b).
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a) This response addresses the wrong system, and therefore cannot be credited.

b)  Here we have a brief coverage of where and one reason why: since the explanations in the two 
paragraphs are very similar, this remains at level 1.

c)  This is a stronger response, with balance and some example. However it has insufficient range 
and depth to achieve level 3 but it is the higher end of level 2

As noted, although parts (a) and (b) do not have to be extensive - they must be factually correct to 
gain marks.

Examiner Comments

This second response does address and focus on the right systems and gives clear detail.

Examiner Tip
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a) This is a thorough answer, clearly outlining the workings of AMS and reaching full marks.

b)  The candidate has chosen a good approach to this question, taking each system in turn and 
explaining why it is used. The content on STV is particularly well detailed and explained. Although 
the other paragraphs are not as thorough, there is enough here to gain full marks.

c)  This answer meets the requirements for level 3. It outlines a number of points on both sides of 
the debate, explains them and uses appropriate examples 

As noted in previous examiner reports, examples serve to deliver both AO1 and AO2 marks.

Examiner Comments
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Question 4 (x)
4a) Outline the differences between elitism and pluralism.

Assistant examiners noted with pleasure that in this series a vast majority of candidates 
knew both the concepts of pluralism and elitism. The more able ones did directly as the 
question demanded and carried out a comparison surrounding the differences between 
each; less perceptive candidates tended to describe each concept and here the differences 
were not as explicit. Some candidates brought in pressure groups to their response but this 
was not essential to gain full marks.

4b) Using examples, explain three limitations on the effectiveness of pressure groups.

For many candidates this produced marks which did not reach Level 3 and the reason was 
that the commands of the question were ignored and often diverted. The core requirement 
was to show pressure groups struggling and in some sense limited by key factors via the 
use of examples. However a large number of candidates chose to cite success factors 
and successful pressure groups rather than clearly state the absence of these factors as a 
limitation. The correct answer was to define a strong and determined Government facing 
such factions as Stop the War, Junior Doctors, or demonstrating a general distaste for 
methods and tactics adopted by such pressure groups, e.g. F4J, Student Protest against 
rising tuition fees.

4c)  To what extent do pressure groups encourage both responsive government and 
political participation?

As with (b) above, many took their answer word for word from the specification and thereby 
failed to capitalise and gain marks. Many candidates reverted to a dichotomy considering if 
pressure groups are good or bad in themselves and in relation to democracy – some marks 
were possible but advancement of marks was severely restricted if this was the approach 
adopted. Straightforwardly the question asked two core issues firstly:  do pressure groups 
engage governments and make them react or not? Then secondly:  do pressure groups 
actively produce political participation or not? Weaker candidates often only fully addressed 
one aspect of the question only.

Many candidates chose pressure groups but failed to develop a full understanding of the 
demands and scope of the specification and therefore gained low level marks.
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Many factors limit this response. On part (a) the definition is weak and fails to show differences as 
requested. On part (b) it does not address the question and fails to give clear examples of where 
and how pressure groups are limited. Part (c) again skirts around the question and is a weak 
response.

Examiner Comments

There are more pressure groups who fail rather than succeed and thus there is a need to 
understand their impact in the widest sense possible. Revision and understanding of the key terms 
on pressure groups is vital to score well on this section of the specification.

Examiner Tip
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This is an example of a much clearer response.
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Although part (a) is not expansive it does detail one difference; part (b) does adhere to the demands 
of the question and importantly (as requested) cites examples. The (c) section again keeps a clear 
eye on the requirements of the question and scores in Level 3.

Examiner Comments

Questions on pressure groups will invariably demand the need for both political theory and political 
practice - the latter being achieved by examples. Pressure groups have to be understood amidst a 
competing political forum where more will fail than succeed.

Examiner Tip
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Paper Summary
Based on their performance on this paper, candidates are offered the following advice:

• Democracy questions are often done well. Centres have become adept at incorporating 
pertinent examples which act as a platform for both AO1 and AO2.  We often see 
knowledge and understanding brought to this question from across the specification; it 
is not a requirement to do so to reach the top level but, an accessible means of doing so.

• Questions on political parties are rising in popularity. Recent events mean that the 
current changing political landscapes where party ideas are in flux make this a topic at 
the heart of classroom debate and discussion. It is good practice to link political ideas to 
policy to show how political principles bring forth corresponding policy.

• Questions on electoral systems often have at their core a requirement for the 
operational or ‘mechanics’ of how different systems function. Furthermore often as 
marks arise in part (a) questions which are AO1 sourced, then that detail has to be 
correct and precise. Secondly after we have seen differing electoral systems now in use 
for over 20 years in the UK there is a detailed base on which to evaluate these systems 
and offer critical insight into their use.

• Performance on pressure groups questions never matches the considerable numbers 
taking this option. This series however saw a clear majority more at ease with the key 
terms of elitism and pluralism. However there is still a need to focus more clearly on the 
extended (c) questions which require more than a simple binary analysis considering 
whether pressure groups are agents of good or evil in political society.
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Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this 
link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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