Feminism Sample Paper and Markscheme

Question 1 – To what extent is the disagreement within feminism about the nature of men and women significant to this political idea? (24)

Question 2 – To what extent do feminists disagree about the role of the state? (24)

Question 3 – To what extent to feminists agree that gender distinctions are based on human nature? (24)

Question 4 – To what extent is fmeinism more divided than united? (24)
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« They believe that gender

distinctions are social constructs.
« They believe that once patriarchy

has been overcome gender

distinctions will become largely
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ve that
humans are androgynous or that gender
distinctions are not based on human
nature.

Therefore they believe that gender
distinctions are social constructs which
can and should be challenged in order to
improve the position of women (and
men) in society.

They believe that once women have
been liberated, gender distinctions will
become largely irrelevant and this will

based on human nature and thi
fundamental to feminist thinking.
‘The vast majority of feminists
therefore challenge gender
distinctions, which are based on
patriarchal ideas and reflect the
domination of women.
‘The vast majority of feminists
believe that once women have been
iberated, gender distinctions will
become largely irrelevant and that a
future society will therefore be
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show that they are not based on human androgynous.

nature.

Mark | Descriptor

[ No rewardable material.

14 + Demonstrates superficial knowledge and understanding of political concepts, theories and issues, with
limited underpinning of analysis and evaluation (AO1).
Limited comparative analysis of aspects of politics with partial, logical chains of reasoning, referring to
similarities and/or differences, making simplistic connections between ideas and concepts (A02).
Makes superficial evaluation of aspects of politics, constructing simple arguments and judgements,
many which are descriptive and lead to limited unsubstantiated conclusions (A03).
Demonstrates some accurate knowledge and understanding of political concepts, theor
some of which are selected appropriately in order to underpin analysis and evaluation (AO1),
‘Some emerging comparative analysis of aspects of politics with some focused logical chains of
reasoning, referring to similarities and/or differences, making some relevant connections between ideas
and concepts (A02).
Constructs some relevant evaluation of aspects of politics, constructing occasionally effective arguments
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Question number

AO1 (8 Marks)

A02 (8 Marks)

A03 (8 Marks)

5(b)

L2 ERMS S

Agreement

« There are significant divisions
within feminism between the
different feminist traditions of
the “first’ and ‘second’ wave.
Difference feminists reject
many of the arguments of
mainstream feminism.

So called "post-feminists’ or
“third wave feminists’ have
emphasised the diversity and
differences between women.

Verson 1.1 lsue date: 250112

agreement

Most feminists are united
around the belief that women
are unfairly disadvantaged.
Most feminists argue that this
disadvantage can and should
be overcome,

Most feminists therefore are
united over their desire to
advance the social position of
women in society.

Agreement

So called ‘second wave’ feminists set
out to address the limitations of liberal
or feminism and went much further, as
e.g. radical feminists argued the 'the
personal is political’ and for radical
social change.

Difference feminists reject many of the
arguments of mainstream feminism as
they argue that gender distinctions are
based on essential differences between
men and women.

So called “post-feminists’ or ‘third wave
feminists’ have emphasised the diversity
and differences between women, e.g
racial differences, income disparities or
the experience of women in the

developing world.

Disagreement

‘The vast majority of feminists are united
around the belief that women’s equality
is a just goal.

Most feminists argue that the unjust
inequality for women can and should be
overcome either through gradual reform
in the public sphere or more radical
change in both the public and the
private sphere.

Agreement

« There are significant divisions
within feminism between the
different feminist traditions of the
“first’ and second’ wave which
shows that feminism i

Difference feminists reject many
of the arguments of mainstream
feminism which shows that
feminism s very divided even on
such core issues.

S0 called *post-feminists’ or ‘third
wave feminists’ have emphasised
the diversity and differences
between women, e.g. racial

differences which shows that

feminism is more divided than
united.
Disagreement

The vast majority of fem

united around the core beliefs that

‘women are unfairly disadvantaged as

a result of their sex. This shows they

are more united than divided.

« The vast majority of feminists are
united around the belief that
women’s equality is a realisable
goal as gender distinctions are
social constructs which can be
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developing world.

Disagreement
Disagreement
« Most feminists are united
around the belief that women | + The vast majority of feminists are united
are unfairly disadvantaged. around the belief that women’s equality
Most feminists argue that this is a just goal.
disadvantage can and should Most feminists argue that the unjust
be overcome, inequality for women can and should be
Most feminists therefore are overcome either through gradual reform
united over their desire to in the public sphere or more radical
advance the social position of change in both the public and the
women in society. private sphere
Most feminists therefore are united over
their desire to advance the social
position of women in society, even
though they have divergent views on
how best to do this.

differences which shows that

ism is more divided than
united.
Disagreement

The vast majority of fem

united around the core beliefs that

‘women are unfairly disadvantaged as

a result of their sex. This shows they

are more united than divided.

« The vast majority of feminists are
united around the belief that
women’s equality is a realisable
goal as gender distinctions are
social constructs which can be
challenged and overcome.
‘Therefore the vast majority of
feminists are more united than
divided in their belief that social
reform, either evolutionary or
revolutionary, will lead to a more
just and equal society for women
(and men).

[ Descriptor

No rewardable material.

and evaluation (AO1).

'« Demonstrates superficial knowledge and understanding of political concepts, theories and issues, with

Limited comparative analysis of aspects of politics with partial, logical chains of reasoning, referring to
similarities and/or differences, making simplistic connections between ideas and concepts (A02).

Excel 2016 Makes superficial evaluation of aspects of politics, constructing simple arguments and judgements,
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Mark | Descriptor

[) No rewardable material.

14 " Demonstrates superficial knowledge and understanding of political concepts, theories and issues, with
limited underpinning of analysis and evaluation (AO1).

ed comparative analysis of aspects of politics with partial, logical chains of reasoning, referring to

similarities and/or differences, making simplistic connections between ideas and concepts (A02).
Makes superficial evaluation of aspects of politics, constructing simple arguments and judgements,
many which are descriptive and lead to limited unsubstantiated condlusions (A03).
Demonstrates some accurate knowledge and understanding of political concepts, theories and issues,
‘some of which are selected appropriately in order to underpin analysis and evaluation (AO1),
‘Some emerging comparative analysis of aspects of politics with some focused logical chains of
reasoning, referring to similarities and/or differences, making some relevant connections between ideas
and concepts (A02).
Constructs some relevant evaluation of aspects of politics, constructing occasionally effective arguments
and judgements, some are partially substantiated and lead to generic condlusions (A03).
Demonstrates mostly accurate knowledge and understanding of political concepts, theories and issues,
many of which are selected appropriately in order to underpin analysis and evaluation (A01).
Mostly focused comparative analysis of aspects of politics with focused, logical chains of reasoning,
drawing on similarities and/or differences, making mostly relevant connections between ideas and
concepts (AO2).
Constructs generally relevant evaluation of aspects of politics, constructing generally effective
arguments and judgements, many of which are substantiated and lead to some focused conclusions that
are sometimes justified (A03).
Demonstrates accurate knowledge and understanding of political concepts, theories and issues, which
are carefully selected in order to underpin analysis and evaluation (AO1).
Consistent comparative analysis of aspects of politics, with coherent, logical chains of reasoning,
drawing on similarities and differences, making relevant connections between ideas and concepts (A02).
Constructs mostly relevant evaluation of aspects of politics, constructing mostly effective arguments and
judgements, which are mostly substantiated and lead to mostly focused, justified conclusions (AO3).
Demonstrates thorough and in-depth knowledge and understanding of political concepts, theories and
issues, which are selected effectively in order to underpin analysis and evaluation (AO1)
Perceptive analysis of aspects of politics, with sustained, logical chains of reasoning making cohesive
and convincing connections between ideas and concepts (AO2).
Constructs fuly relevant evaluation of aspects of politics, constructing fully effective substantiated
arguments and judgements, which are consistently substantiated and lead to fully focused and justified
condlusions (AG3).
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Agreement

« Difference feminists believe that
‘men and women have different
natures.

They believe that gender distinctions
are based on these differences.
‘They argue that women should not
try to be like men, but should
celebrate their differences and
distinctiveness.

Disagreement

« Most feminists believe that humans
are androgynous.

« They believe that gender
distinctions are social constructs.

« They believe that once patriarchy
has been overcome gender
distinctions will become largely
irrelevant.

Verson 1.1 lsue date: 250112

Agreement

Difference feminists do believe that men
and women have different natures which
are rooted in biology, cultural or material
experience.

They believe that gender distinctions are
based on these differences and so are
not eradicable.

‘They argue that women should not try to
be like men, but should celebrate their
differences and distinctiveness.

Disagreement

‘The vast majority of feminists, across
the different traditions, believe that
humans are androgynous or that gender
distinctions are not based on human
nature.

Therefore they believe that gender
distinctions are social constructs which
can and should be challenged in order to
improve the position of women (and
men) in society.

They believe that once women have
been liberated, gender distinctions wi
become largely irrelevant and this will

Agreement

Disagreement

Difference feminists are essentialists
and so they do believe that men and
women have different natures.

As they believe that gender
distinctions are built on fundamental
differences between men and
women’s natures they also believe
that these cannot be changed.

‘Their argument that women should
not try to be like men, but should
celebrate their differences and
distinctiveness is based on this belief
that human nature is the root cause
of gender distinction

‘The vast majority of feminists reject
the idea that gender distinctions are
based on human nature and t
fundamental to feminist thinking.
‘The vast majority of feminists
therefore challenge gender
distinctions, which are based on
patriarchal ideas and reflect the
domination of women.

‘The vast majority of feminists
believe that once women have been
liberated, gender distinctions will
become largely irrelevant and that a
future society will therefore be
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